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Abstract 
In Australia, data is collected by universities across students' institutional tenure to measure and monitor 
student learning, engagement and experience (DEEWR 2009). This data is often used to assess the 
performance of a subject, course, faculty or university and also to inform potential marketing materials 
and campaigns. However, there is very little data (if any) collected to enable universities to assess how 
well their educational programmes are preparing students for professional practice. This paper is based 
on a pilot study that aimed to address this gap by asking recent university graduates to provide some 
feedback on how their undergraduate nursing education programme could better prepare them for 
professional practice. 
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Abstract
In Australia, data is collected by universities 
across students’ institutional tenure to measure 
and monitor student learning, engagement and 
experience (DEEWR 2009). This data is often used 
to assess the performance of a subject, course, 
faculty or university and also to inform potential 
marketing materials and campaigns. However, 
there is very little data (if any) collected to enable 
universities to assess how well their educational 
programmes are preparing students for profes-
sional practice. This paper is based on a pilot study 
that aimed to address this gap by asking recent 
university graduates to provide some feedback 
on how their undergraduate nursing education 
programme could better prepare them for profes-
sional practice.
A design-based research methodology (Reeves, 
Herrington & Oliver 2005) has been adopted for 
a wider faculty project and this pilot study is the 
first phase of this broader initiative. In this initial 
phase, interviews were facilitated with ex-nursing 
students who had completed their undergraduate 
Bachelor of Nursing university degree in 2009 or 
2010 and who were currently employed as health-
care professionals. Semi-structured interview 
questions were designed to explore students’ 
opinions on how the undergraduate Bachelor 
of Nursing programme could be enhanced. The 
interview findings were validated and further 
developed through additional quantitative and 
qualitative research.
The findings from these research investigations 
illuminated some manageable innovations that 
could be made to enhance the teaching and 
learning curriculum of undergraduate nursing 
students. This paper will provide details of the 
pilot study and present a synopsis of the findings 
from the research investigation. Recommenda-
tions for enhancing teaching and learning in the 
undergraduate programme and ensure that the 
nursing students are well prepared for profes-
sional practice will be discussed. Additionally, the 
paper will describe strategies that are being imple-
mented in response to the outcomes of this pilot 
study.
Intended learning outcomes
At the end of this session, participants should be 
able to:
• present an overview of the research under-
taken to facilitate the investigation of nursing 
graduates’ opinions on how an undergradu-
ate Bachelor of Nursing programme could be 
enhanced
• present the findings of research undertaken 
to investigate how teaching and learning in an 
undergraduate Bachelor of Nursing programme 
could be enhanced
• describe strategies that have been adopted 
in light of findings from an investigation of 
how teaching and learning in an undergrad-
uate Bachelor of Nursing programme can be 
enhanced.
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